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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to amendment filed on 6/19/2008. 

2. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over SoftWire (SW) 
Graphical Programming as taught in USPN #6,425,121 B1 issued July 23, 2002 and 
filed June 14, 2000 in view of Visual Basic 6 (VB) as documented in Rob Thayer's text 
book Visual Basic Unleashed (September 1 1 , 1998). SoftWire states the invention is an 
add-on to Visual Basic (SW, col 2, lines 1-16 and col 6, lines 37 - 53) in further view of 
Template Software's Workflow system Chapter 9 from 1998 (WFT) and in view of USPN 
# 6,810,401 B1 , Thompson et al, issued October 26, 204, filed October 10, 2000 with 
Provisional priority to October 8, 1999, to claims 1-23, and 27-40 is withdrawn in view of 
applicant's amendment. 

3. Claims 1,21, 23, and 36 have amended (see Examiner's Amendment below). 

4. Claims 15, 17, 19-20, and 22 have been canceled (see Examiner's Amendment 
below). 

5. Claims 1 -1 4, 1 6, 1 8, 21 , 23, and 27-40 are pending. 

6. Claims 1-14, 16, 18, 21, 23, and 27-40 are allowed. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

7. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
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Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Bhavani Rayaprolu (Reg. No. 56,583) on 10/24/2008 to place the application in 
condition for allowance. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the Claims: 

Claims 15, 17, 19-20, and 22 have been canceled. 
Claims 1,21, 23, and 36 have been replace as following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for creating software, comprising: 

providing a plurality of nodes and a directory of applications, each of an 
application being created by use of at least a portion of the plurality of the nodes^ 
wherein the at least a portion of plurality of nodes includes at least one task node 
interfaces with external components to exchange data information: 

selecting at least a portion of the plurality of nodes to create a selected node 
layout that represent a plurality of application logics^ wherein the selected nodes in the 
selected node layout have parameters and properties values can be changed 
dynamically based on business rules: 

executing the selected node layout by a server program , wherein the application 
logics are directly executed without compilation, and the application logics can be 
paused and saved during execution, the saved application logic can be restored and 
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execution resumed on a copy of the server program on a computer other than where is 
was initially started: 

visually showing the selected node layout as a visual node layout; 

monitoring a flow of control through each node in the node layout during 
execution by showing individual node execution measurement; 

wherein the individual node execution measurements include usage totals, whole 
execution time and average execution time; and 

employing a solution engine that uses networked objects to follow and manage 
user sessions, wherein the solution engine interfaces with an observation, 
personalization and pricing engine as directed by specific nodes. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 301, wherein the saved application 
logic can be restored and resumed. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for creating software, comprising: 

providing a plurality of nodes and a directory of applications, each of an 
application being created by use of at least a portion of the plurality of the nodes^ 
wherein the at least a portion of plurality of nodes includes at least one task node 
interfaces with external components to exchange data information; 

selecting at least a portion of the plurality of nodes to create a selected node 
layout that represent a plurality of application logics^ wherein the selected nodes in the 
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selected node layout have parameters and properties values can be changed 
dynamically based on business rules: 

defining the application logic by selecting at least one of GUI parameters and 
options in each selected node; 

executing the selected node layout by a server programs wherein the application 
logics are directly executed without compilation, and the application logics can be 
paused and saved during execution, the saved application logic can be restored and 
execution resumed on a copy of the server program on a computer other than where is 
was initially started: 

visually displaying the selected node layout as a visual node layout; 

monitoring a flow of control through each node in the node layout during 
execution by displaying individual node execution measurement; 

wherein the individual node execution measurements include usage counts, total 
execution time and average execution time; and 

using a solution engine that utilizes networked object to track, control and 
manage user sessions, wherein the solution engine interfaces with an observation, 
personalization and pricing engine as directed by specific nodes. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method for creating software, comprising: 

providing a plurality of nodes and a directory of applications, each of an 
application being created by use of at least a portion of the plurality of the nodes^ 
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wherein the at least a portion of plurality of nodes includes at least one task node 
interfaces with external components to exchange data information: 

selecting at least a portion of the plurality of nodes to create a selected node 
layout that represent a plurality of application logics^ wherein the selected nodes in the 
selected node layout have parameters and properties values can be changed 
dynamically based on business rules: 

defining external application interfaces; &Pt4 

executing the selected node layout by a server program^ wherein the application 
logics are directly executed without compilation, and the application logics can be 
paused and saved during execution, the saved application logic can be restored and 
execution resumed on a copy of the server program on a computer other than where is 
was initially started: 

illustrating the selected node layout as a visual node layout; 

observing a flow of control through each node in the node layout during 
execution by illustrating individual node execution measurement; 

wherein the individual node execution measurements include usage tallies, entire 
execution time and mean execution time; and 

using networked objects to track, control and manage user sessions to interface 
with an observation, personalization and pricing engine as directed by specific nodes. 



8. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The cited prior art taken alone or in combination fail to teach, in combination with 
the other claimed limitations, each of an application being created by use of at least a 
portion of the plurality of the nodes, wherein the at least a portion of plurality of nodes 
includes at least one task node interfaces with external components to exchange data 
information; selecting at least a portion of the plurality of nodes to create a selected 
node layout that represent a plurality of application logics, wherein the selected nodes in 
the selected node layout have parameters and properties values can be changed 
dynamically based on business rules; executing the selected node layout by a server 
program, wherein the application logics are directly executed without compilation, and 
the application logics can be paused and saved during execution, the saved application 
logic can be restored and execution resumed on a copy of the server program on a 
computer other than where is was initially started; visually showing the selected node 
layout as a visual node layout; monitoring a flow of control through each node in the 
node layout during execution by showing individual node execution measurement; 
wherein the individual node execution measurements include usage totals, whole 
execution time and average execution time; and employing a solution engine that uses 
networked objects to follow and manage user sessions, wherein the solution engine 
interfaces with an observation, personalization and pricing engine as directed by 
specific nodes as recite in independent claims 1, 23, and 36. 

The closest cited prior art, the combination of SoftWire (SW) Graphical 
Programming as taught in USPN #6,425,121 B1 issued July 23, 2002 and filed June 14, 
2000 in view of Visual Basic 6 (VB) as documented in Rob Thayer's text book Visual 
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Basic Unleashed (September 1 1 , 1998). SoftWire states the invention is an add-on to 
Visual Basic (SW, col 2, lines 1-16 and col 6, lines 37 - 53) in further view of Template 
Software's Workflow system Chapter 9 from 1998 (WFT) and in view of USPN # 
6,810,401 B1, Thompson et al, issued October 26, 204, teaches a method for creating 
software. However, the combination of SW, VB, WFT, and Thompson, fails to teach 
each of an application being created by use of at least a portion of the plurality of the 
nodes, wherein the at least a portion of plurality of nodes includes at least one task 
node interfaces with external components to exchange data information; selecting at 
least a portion of the plurality of nodes to create a selected node layout that represent a 
plurality of application logics, wherein the selected nodes in the selected node layout 
have parameters and properties values can be changed dynamically based on business 
rules; executing the selected node layout by a server program, wherein the application 
logics are directly executed without compilation, and the application logics can be 
paused and saved during execution, the saved application logic can be restored and 
execution resumed on a copy of the server program on a computer other than where is 
was initially started; visually showing the selected node layout as a visual node layout; 
monitoring a flow of control through each node in the node layout during execution by 
showing individual node execution measurement; wherein the individual node execution 
measurements include usage totals, whole execution time and average execution time; 
and employing a solution engine that uses networked objects to follow and manage 
user sessions, wherein the solution engine interfaces with an observation, 
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personalization and pricing engine as directed by specific nodes as recite in 
independent claims 1 , 23, and 36; and as point out in applicant's Remarks, pages 9-1 1 . 

These claimed limitations are not present in the prior art of record and would not 
have been obvious, thus all pending claims 1-14, 16, 18, 21, 23, and 27-40 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anna Deng whose telephone number is 571-272-5989. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Fridays 9:30 - 6:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Anna Deng/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2191 
10/24/2008 
/Wei Y Zhen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2191 



